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Editorial remark. Today, we are well aware that an ecological balance can exist only then, when all natural and 
industrial waste products can be converted back to useable raw materials or natural products (such as water, 
oxygen, nitrogen or carbon dioxide). The present multi-author review, 'Microbial degradation of environmen- 
tal pollutants', underscores the necessity to think in these terms of biological cycles and attempts to demonstrate 
the economic advantages - and describe certain limitations involved - in employing microorganisms. We hope 
the survey will encourage industries, and environmental protection agencies and organizations to give greater 
weight to the use of microorganisms in their environmental protection strategies. The advantage inherent in 
allowing life cycles to function naturally proves itself time and again. 
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